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UUESTIDHS A MOHAMED SEBBAR,
| Secrétaire geénéral du Conseil
. national des droits de 'homme

PROPOS RECUEILLIS PAR
ASSA AMOURAG

“Nous travaillons pour
la libération des salafistes”

Maroc Hebdo Intemational : On parle d'une libération imminente des
prisonniers islamistes, Y atdl un calendrier précis 7

Mohamed Sebbar ¢ Une libération imminente 7 A mon avis, c'est
encore trop tok pour en parler. Mais nous travaillons dur pour cette
libération. Comrme tout le mande |e sait, la decision de leur libération
dépend de a phus haute autorité de 'Etat par le biajs dune grdce
rovale. Autrement, ils vant continuer & purger leurs peines.

Sontdls demandeurs d'une grice royale ?

Mohamed Sebbar : Oul pour la plupart d'entre eux. Mais il
savoir que les prisonniers slamistes sont répartis entre plusicurs

catéqories, 1|y ena certains qui sont condamnes apres les attentats

¢l 16 mai 2003 pour leur implication dans ces dormiers, d'autres

avant s attentats, d'autres encore sont condamnés pour leur

discours idéolaglaue Juge dangercux par I'Etat et enfin certains

sont condamnés paur des actes criminels réels, Cette composition

hétéraclite rend complexe la gestion du dpssier sur le plan politigue.
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Vous avez récemmient rendu visite ﬁ‘ceﬂalm drentre eux, dans la
prison Toulal & Meknes, pour les comvaincre de mettre fin a lour grive
de La falm. Comment sont-dls aujourd'hul ?

Mohamed Sebbar ; Leur situation n'étalt pas aussi alarmante,
contrairement a ce qulon dit. |'al quand méme réuss & les
convainere d'arréter leur gréve de la faim, qu'ils ont entamee depuis
midécembre dernier, |‘al discuté aved leurs reprasentants sur un
certain ndmbre de points dont ['‘Améliaration de leurs conditions
carcérales, £t 'alobtenu pour eux aupris de ['administration centrale
des prisons | satisfaction de certaings de leurs revendications. Dont
taccis aux journaux et aux téléphones portables pour cominuniquer
avee [eurs proches, Ces demiers peuvent également leur rendre Wil
selon un calendrier déterming. La durée de promenade dans [ coura
{16 ALissi aUGIENTAE PO e LK respirer.

Qul gére aujourdhul concratement et directement le dossier des
prisonniers islamistes 7

Mohamed Sebibar : Plusieurs intervenants sont impligues dans le
dossier, 1Ly a, d'un cité, le ministére de la |ustice, qui en assure une
gestion technigue et politique et, de |'autre, le Conseil national e
droits de ' Homme [CNDH) qui, lul, s'occupe de ['aspect refatil au
respect des droits de 'Homme. Mais e CNDH se concerte souvent
avec le ministére de |a Justice pour toute action visant a apporter une
solution a ce dossier ultrasensible, W



care2.com

Is Morocco’s New Justice System Just More
of the Same?

Egypt and Libya weren’t the only Arab nations to undergo radical reforms in 2011. In
February, more than 10,000 people took to the streets in Morocco, calling for lower food
prices, freedom for political prisoners and human rights reforms. The king of Morocco,
Mohammed VI, responded with a new constitution and early elections, avoiding the violence
and unrest that characterized so many of the protest movements in the Middle East last year.

Throughout the protests, activists blasted the music of Mouad Belrhouate, a provocative
rapper better-known as El-Haked, translated variously as “the defiant one,” “the enraged,” or
“the indignant.” His music directly challenges his country’s government and monarchy,
delivering critical messages about the social ills of Morocco.

In September, the rapper was arrested in Casablanca while distributing fliers for a peaceful
demonstration. He has been charged with assault, in a situation his supporters characterize as
a government setup. They allege that a member of the right-wing group the “Royalist youth
alliance” was sent to harass El-Haked and his family, and later accosted the rapper on the
street in order to justify an arrest. Some even allege the plaintiff faked his injuries. It’s also
unusual for the attorney general of Casablanca to head the prosecution for a simple assault
charge.

He has remained in detention for the past four months awaiting trial. Supporters have arrived
at the courthouse with each court date, demanding El-Haked’s release. Many of them believe
that this case will show whether the regime has truly reformed the justice system. In Morocco,
judges are appointed by the king, which many believe has set up a system where judicial
rulings reflect the interests of the regime rather than the best interests of the people.

In an interview with the BBC, the head of the Moroccan National Council for Human Rights,
Driss El Yazami, stated that the case was under investigation. He disagreed with critics
alleging that nothing has changed since the protests of last year. He pointed to the new
constitution, with 65 of the 185 articles focusing specifically on human rights.

While his case has been postponed several times, El-Haked is represented by several human
rights lawyers who have volunteered to defend him. His music remains more popular than
ever. If convicted, he faces 1-2 years in jail.

Read more: http://www.care2.com/causes/is-moroccos-new-justice-system-just-more-of-the-
same.html#ixzz1iM08YhMv
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